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Queen's ill-humour at last led her to take a decided
step. If she was not kept in actual captivity at
Blois, she was under strict surveillance, and of this
she resolved to rid herself. Plans of resistance were
concocted with discontented noblemen, of whom
there was always a plentiful supply, and in Febru-
ary, 1619, accompanied only by her maid, she
escaped out of a window at some peril of her life,
and made her way to Loches, where she joined the
powerful and unruly Duke of fjpernon.

This escapade brought Richelieu once again into
the political field. He had conducted himself with
great circumspection during his year's stay at Avi-
gnon, avoiding any compromising intimacy with sus-
pected intriguers, and devoting himself zealously to
polemical treatises, as a faithful servant of God and
the King. His prudence now met its reward; from
the depths of gloom in which he was plunged, he was
suddenly called back to the field of intrigue and
ambition that was so dear to him. Luines realised
that Mary de' Medici was more apt to involve the
kingdom in confusion with the reckless advisers by
whom she was now surrounded, than if she were
counselled by Richelieu. He might be designing
and double-dealing, but at least he was sagacious,
and he knew that both his own interests and those
of the Queen would be advanced by a discreet policy.
Father Joseph was already his friend, and was among
those who declared that it was the part of wisdom
to recall him from exile. Such counsels were now
received favourably, and a brother of the Capuchin
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